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ACTION EB 11 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO DRC-01 NEA-10 EUR-25 SCI-06 
SCEM-02 INT-08 COME-OO TRSE-00 SS-20 NSC-10 DODE-OO 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 PRS-01 PA-04 USIA-15 
/135W 

013454 

R 161400Z NOV 73 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1608 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0410 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, ETRN, SF 

SUBJ: BUNKER FUEL SHORTAGE 

1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS FUEL RATIONING MAY BE IMPOSED ON ALL 
SHIPS CALLING SA HARBORS BECAUSE OF DEVELOPING SHORTAGE OF 
BUNKER FUEL. ACCORDING ONE REPORT, BUNKER FUEL SUPPLIES 
HAVE DROPPED BY MORE THAN 30 PER CENT WITH RESULT THAT OIL 
COMPANIES HAVE ESTABLISHED PRIORITY LIST FOR SHIPS SEEKING 
FUEL. HIGHEST PRIORITY WILL BE GIVEN COASTAL SHIPPING 
FOLLOWED BY SHIPS TRADING WITH SOUTH AFRICA, PASSING TRADERS 
WITH BUNKER FUEL CONTRACTS AND, FINALLY, CASUAL CALLERS. 

ONLY LAST CATEGORY CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING DIFFICULTY OBTAIN 
BUNKERS. 

2. BUNKER SITUATION MOST SERIOUS CAPE TOWN HARBOR WHERE 
CALTEX REFINERY HAS TEMPORARILY CLOSED FOR ' TECHNICAL 
REASONS". CAPE TOWN NOW BEING RESUPPLIED FROM DURBAN-BASED 
SHELL BP AND MOBIL REFINERIES. THIS HAS ALSO RESULTED IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TEMPORARY SHORTAGE OF BUNKERS AVAILABLE AT DURBAN. SITUATION 
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EXPECTED IMPROVE BY MID-DECEMBER THOUGH BUNKER FUEL WILL 
PROBABLY CONTINUE TIGHT FOR CASUAL CALLERS UNTIL MIDDLE EAST 
TAPS AGAIN OPEN FULL. 

COMRAS 



UNCLASSIFIED 
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Draft Date: 16 NOV 1973 
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Executive Order: N/A 
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Film Number: n/a 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Previous Classification: n/a 
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